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SUBJ: RELIEF FROM MILITARY OVERFLIGHT CHARGES BY FRANCE 

1 . THE EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO RAISE THIS SUBIECT WITH 
THE APPROPRIATE ERENCH AUTHORITIES, AND IN DOING SO BEAR 
IN MIND THE OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE OE THE CONTINUATION OE 
THE PRESENT EXTENSIVE MILITARY OVERELIGHT PRIVILEGES 
GRANTED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO THE U. S. UNDER ANNUAL 
OVERELIGHT AGREEMENTS. 

2. THE OBJECTIVE IS TO SECURE RELIEE FROM CHARGES WHICH 
HAVE BEEN IMPOSED BY ERANCE SINCE NOVEMBER 1971 ON U. S. 
MILITARY OVERFLIGHTS THROUGH AIRSPACE OF 

FRANCE. THE BILLINGS RELATE TO USE OF 

AIR NAVIGATION FACILITIES AND SERVICES DURING GENERAL AIR 
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TRAFFIC FLIGHTS, AND ARE PURSUANT TO A EUROCONTROL NOTICE 
TO OPERATORS WHICH BECAME EFFECTIVE IN NOVEMBER 1971. 

3. THE NOTICE PROVIDES THAT CHARGES WILL NOT APPLY TO NON- 
EUROCONTROL MEMBERS MILITARY AIRCRAFT IF AGREEMENTS OR 
UNDERSTANDINGS EXIST BETWEEN NON- MEMBERS AND EUROCONTROL 
PARTICIPANTS PROVIDING FOR SUCH EXEMPTION. OE THE ELEVEN 
GOVERNMENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE EUROCONTROL CHARGING 
SCHEME, ONLY AUSTRIA, IRELAND, SWITZERLAND AND ERANCE ARE 
CHARGING US. BIMONTHLY BILLINGS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE 
USAE BY EUROCONTROL HEADQUARTERS AT BRUSSELS ON BEHALF 

OF THESE FOUR GOVERNMENTS. WE HAVE 

APPROACHED THE OTHER THREE ( SO FAR WITHOUT POSITIVE RE- 
SULTS) AND NOW WISH TO APPROACH THE ERENCH. 

4. THE EMBASSY SHOULD POINT OUT THAT WHILE WE OF COURSE 
CONTINUE TO PAY FOR SERVICES WHICH HAVE BEEN RENDERED AT 
THE REQUEST OE U. S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT COMMANDERS OR OTHER 
U. S. AUTHORITIES, WE BELIEVE IT IS CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL 
PRACTICE TO EXEMPT SUCH STATE AIRCRAFT FROM OTHER EEES 
IMPOSED ON CIVIL AIRCRAFT, SUCH AS FOR THE USE OF FIXED 
FACILITIES DURING OVERFLIGHTS. 

5. FYI WE HAVE ESTIMATED THAT THE PORTION OF EUROCONTROL 
BILLINGS WHICH REPRESENTS USE BY U. S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
OF AIRSPACE OF FRANCE MAY AMOUNT TO AS MUCH AS $100,000 A 

YEAR END FYI. DEFENSE WISHES TO SEEK CANCELLATION OF 
OUTSTANDING CHARGES BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AS WELL AS 
AGREEMENT TO EXEMPT U. S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT FROM SUCH 
FURTHER CHARGES. 

6. IN CONSULTATION WITH THE AIR ATTACHE, THE EMBASSY 
SHOULD TAKE THIS UP WITH THE ERENCH AUTHORITIES AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. THE EMBASSY MAY POINT OUT THAT THE U. S. 

APPLIES THE PRINCIPLE OF SUCH EXEMPTIONS TO FOREIGN MILI- 
TARY AIRCRAFT USING USG FACILITIES, AND NOTE THE EXAMPLE 
OF FAF USE OF FIXED NAVIGATIONAL AIDS WITHOUT CHARGE IN 
THE CASE OE AIRCRAET CURRENTLY FLYING BETWEEN FRANCE AND 
TAHITI, FOR WHICH WE GRANT OVERELIGHT RIGHTS EACH YEAR IN 
CONNECTION WITH FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS; AS WELL AS A VARIETY 
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OF OTHER MILITARY OVERELIGHT PRIVILEGES WE GRANT TO THE 
FRENCH, LISTED IN THE TABLE RECENTLY POUCHED TO GLITMAN. 

7. WE ARE NOT AWARE THAT THE FRENCH REGULATIONS UNDER 
WHICH WE NEGOTIATE ANNUAL MILITARY OVERELIGHT AGREEMENTS 
INCLUDE ANY PROVISIONS FOR THESE CHARGES INDEPENDENTLY OF 
THE EUROCONTROL POLICY ADOPTED IN 1971 . EURTHERMORE, AND 
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MOST IMPORTANT, THESE BILLINGS BY ERANCE UNDER THE EURO- 
CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS ARE INCONSISTENT IN SPIRIT WITH 
ERENCH ADHERENCE TO NATO STANAG 3113 WHICH PROVIDES, IN 
ITS ANNEX A, THAT USE OE MILITARY AIREIELDS, HANGERS, 
NAVIGATIONAL AIDS, TRAEEIC CONTROL AND OTHER USUAL SERVIC- 
ING FACILITIES, IS FREE OE CHARGE WHERE NO APPRECIABLE 
EXTRA EXPENSE TO THE HOST NATION IS INVOLVED. OTHER NATO 
COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN EUROCONTROL EXEMPT U. S. MILI- 
TARY AIRCRAET PROM THE EUROCONTROL CHARGES. 

8. PLEASE ADVISE OP ERENCH REACTION. 

9. DEPENSE CONCURS. RUSH 
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